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the terms of 25 incumbent public officials, 
including members of the Supreme Court and 
the Supreme Electoral Council; 

Whereas in August 2011, the Supreme Elec-
toral Council announced that all inter-
national and national observers will be a 
part of the election and monitor the process 
under the mandate of an ‘‘accompaniment 
ruling’’, which included 25 articles, estab-
lishing, among other restrictions, who can 
participate, what their functions may be, the 
limits of their actions, and the process of ac-
creditation to become an official observer; 

Whereas on November 10, 2011, the Depart-
ment of State noted ‘‘. . . the Nicaraguan 
Government’s failure to accredit certain 
credible domestic organizations as observers, 
difficulties voters faced in obtaining proper 
identification and pronouncements by Nica-
raguan authorities that electoral candidates 
might be disqualified after the elections’’ 
and agreed that ‘‘the Supreme Electoral 
Council did not operate in a transparent and 
impartial manner’’; 

Whereas the European Union Election Ob-
serving Mission to Nicaragua noted that 
elections had been supervised by ‘‘electoral 
authorities with very little independence and 
equanimity’’ and it further deemed a ‘‘grave 
reversal to the democratic quality of Nica-
raguan elections’’; 

Whereas during the 2011 general elections 
in Nicaragua, the Mission of Electoral Ac-
companiment of the Organization of Amer-
ican States noted several ‘‘situations of con-
cern’’, including problems providing identi-
fication cards to voters, the accreditation of 
observers, and imbalances in the political 
parties present at polling stations; 

Whereas the Organization of American 
States called upon Nicaraguan authorities to 
investigate acts of violence perpetrated on 
election day; and 

Whereas as a member of the Organization 
of American States and signatory to the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter, the 
Nicaraguan Government has the legal re-
sponsibility to abide by the principles of con-
stitutional, representative democracy, which 
includes free and fair elections and adher-
ence to their own constitution: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the democratic aspirations of 

the people of Nicaragua; 
(2) deplores the interruption of constitu-

tional order in Nicaragua that led to the 
fraudulent reelection of Daniel Ortega on 
November 6, 2011, elections; 

(3) condemns the acts of violence per-
petrated on election day and calls upon Nica-
raguan authorities to fully investigate and 
prosecute those responsible; 

(4) urges President Barack Obama and Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton to take im-
mediate and meaningful measures to encour-
age the restoration of constitutional rule in 
Nicaragua, including opposing loans by 
international financial institutions to the 
Nicaraguan Government; 

(5) urges the immediate issuance of a final 
report on the Mission of Electoral Accom-
paniment of the Organization of American 
States, including a detailed report on con-
stitutional irregularities impacting the 
preelectoral phase in Nicaragua; and 

(6) urges the United States Ambassador to 
the Organization of American States to lead 
an effort to use the full power of the organi-
zation in support of meaningful steps to re-
store democracy and the rule of law in Nica-
ragua in accordance to the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter, including formally sus-
pending the Nicaraguan Government under 
Articles 20 and 21 of the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter. 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Subcommittee on 
Children and Families of the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions will meet in open session 
on Tuesday, December 13, 2011, at 10:15 
a.m. in SD–106 to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Breaking the Silence on Child 
Abuse: Protection, Prevention, Inter-
vention, and Deterrence.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this hearing, please contact the sub-
committee staff on (202) 224–9243. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on December 
6, 2011, at 2:15 p.m. in S–115. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on De-
cember 6, 2011, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Continued Oversight 
of the Implementation of the Wall 
Street Reform Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on December 6, 2011, at 10:00 a.m., in 
room HVC–210 of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Tax Reform and the Tax Treatment of 
Financial Products.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONTRACTING 
OVERSIGHT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee on Contracting Over-
sight of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on December 6, 2011, at 
10:00 a.m. to conduct a hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Whistleblower Protections for 
Government Contractors.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT 

AND THE COURTS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Administrative Over-
sight and the Courts, be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate, 

on December 6, 2011, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Access to the Court: Televising the 
Supreme Court.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY, AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition 
Policy, and Consumer Rights, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate, on December 6, 2011, at 2:30 
p.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The Express Scripts/ 
Medco Merger: Cost Savings for Con-
sumers or More Profits for the Middle-
man?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, 
PRODUCT SAFETY, AND INSURANCE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection, 
Product Safety, and Insurance of the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate, on 
December 6, 2011, at 10 a.m., in room 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing. 

The Committee will hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Contaminated Drywall: Ex-
amining the Current Health, Housing 
and Product Safety Issues Facing 
Homeowners.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 1540 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that H.R. 1540, the 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2012, be printed as passed 
by the Senate on December 1, 2011. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL). Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 7, 2011 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, the 
Senate adjourn until 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
and the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day; 
that following any leader remarks, the 
Senate be in a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the first hour equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or 
their designees, with the Republicans 
controlling the first 30 minutes and the 
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